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“ending leg\is'lation‘*f’\}v;éhld make exposing intelligence agents a cri

By RSBort Parpv. L, L 0o e P TR <
,BY Robert Parry « - ”',‘?":f"w" —_— --stepping up covert CIA activities: - -.
) L wEeTal Associated Press = "““We all are facing a period of increasing dirty

+ - WASHINGTON -2 A“magazine that has been *‘tricks by the government, at home and abroad,
; the center of a bitter controversy over its nam- " coupled with moves to make it much more diffi- |
.ing’of covert CIA agents says it susperided the cult; even a crime; to discover what the goven- -
-practice in its latest edition because of pending .2ment is up to,” they said. “The Intelligence |
Jegislation to make those disclosures a criminal | . “[qinviriec Brotection Act io just one facet of this |
‘offenserTii L U RIS L e et ‘dangerous trend.” " SR ¥
. oupporters of that legislation, however, said " .- The magazine first announced its intention to

: Thursday that Congress should press ahead and suspend the “Naming Names” column in.its last
-enact the penalties so-the:rgagazine, Covert issue published in October 1981. That issue con-

' Action Information Bulletin, does not resume the ‘tained a summary of agents identified in the past

.exposure of CIA agents:hr. i 47 2il b aswell as anew list of names. -~ ;. K
e gla?eéh ;,t the 1etgixs ],aot;"tie?rcnggigé- ~ Simmons s«jlid some alleged agents that the
Congress has ’?;?gaRD;‘S‘ mor?s staft magazine claimed were in Nicaragua had come
g?r:::tr:;?f ?haem Sees'nate- Ilnteuti"géng: Committee, under h:;ljraﬁsmer:it Sm%‘ sthe Otc’:tober fifsisg:] vgag ;
: - N P i ublished. He said one U.S. embassy official had -
'who helped draft °';det;”g':§§the Ieagni.sla’goer:ii; ) been detained and interrogated for two hours by
.td?suﬁé%xr:a%otn:é;owem ssspendilr?ga %h:i:g‘Nam X Sandinis.tal officna!si? a!f)ter he was stopped for a

s " cortinm emlo 4o - .  trafficviolationin February. -, -
::25&:;’:,%:;:;2;:,3;‘}{“::;{,?355?‘ on 2 court " Morton Halperin of the American Civil Liber-

Raveaiel. e acs. eople are ties Union said his group believes the pending
ren fg’;ﬁ:ﬁ"élg,,?,?;ﬁfgﬂ?ﬁg;ﬁ;g‘;foﬁ ' legislation “is unconstitutional in allits forms."
5pr§ceed in passing legislation so that they will He added that it-“sets a dangerous precedent

* and could have “a chilling effect” in discourag-
ing journalists from exercising their First

. Amendmentrights. | . .. g, o o

*suspend ‘Naming Names” permanently.”, . - )

.~ Simmons also suggested that the_magazine
might have dropped the controversiaksection in :
its March issue simply “to weaken:th -momen-
tum” for enacting the legislation.ix:;¢ Ai.xa, . 2

The Senate is nearing final action on-the bill,~
endorsed by President Reagan,.to impose jail-| .

. terms on journalists and-other individuals who
disclose the name of 2 UJ.S; intelligence agent. A.
similar bill passed-the House overwhelmingly"
lastfall: = - .. . Lk ‘ ;
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- However, critics of the legislation contend it
could lead to the punishment of journalists who
. identify current or past agents in exposing intel-.
. ligence abuses. C s e e Rl
In a statement issued with the March issue, the
- editors of Covert Action Information Bulletin
noted that “for the first time since its inception
in July 1978, the magazine appears

: ‘Naming Names’ column,: g
R PRI

Because of the immine passage of the Intel
ligence Identities Protection:Act, CA.LB. has
suspended publication of this column until the

: legislation, which we believe is unconstitutional

. in all of:its proposed versions, can be tested in

Lt ~

, the courts.”. ... SLE S ey S
: _ The editors said the legislation appeared to be.
. part of a drive by the Reagan administration.to -
- promote greater secrecy in: government, while,
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